Monday 3rd August Simon Baddeley
Good morning and welcome to Father’s House weekly devotions. This morning I wanted to talk
about remembering the Lord. As I was thinking about this the Lord brought me to a few scriptures
which I want to share with you and hopefully encourage you with this morning.
When the Israelites came into the Promised Land, they stepped into the Jordan and the river parted
and the waters piled up to Adam and they crossed over, they took 12 stones from the middle of the
Jordan and when they got to the other side they set up a place of remembrance. A place where the
Israelites would remember the Lord’s faithfulness, remember what the Lord had done, remember
that the Lord had brought them through the desert, remember everything that He had done for
them. And Joshua again, in chapter 24 verse 26 at Shechem they renew the covenant and they set
up stones to remember what the Lord has done. And again in 1 Samuel 7:12, Samuel sets up stones
of remembrance, saying, ‘thus far the Lord has helped us’. And sometimes people refer to that
particular reference in Samuel as an Ebenezer stone. And so we have these three examples of the
people of God remembering what God had done and they had put stones in place to remember. I’m
not suggesting we go and set up piles of stones in places, but there seems to be a pattern here of
God wanting us to remember things that have gone on.
The trouble with us as people is we forget, we have spiritual amnesia, we often forget what the Lord
has done. Through scripture we have people forgetting what the Lord has done. In Exodus, 14:16
we have the Israelites who have been magnificently delivered from Pharaoh, with God delivering
them and setting them free and bringing them through the Red Sea so they’ve had these
outstanding miracles. Yet they have forgotten already what the Lord has done, they’ve forgotten
the Lord’s kindness and His goodness and His deliverance to them and they are hankering back for
cucumbers. They were craving something of the past, they were craving something what they knew,
they were craving something of what they perceived as normal. They had forgotten the Lord’s
goodness, they had forgotten the kindness and faithfulness of God. And we have again examples
throughout scripture of people forgetting God moving with them. In Judges 8, as soon as Gideon
dies it says in verses 33-35 of chapter 8, ‘No sooner had Gideon died than the Israelites again
prostituted themselves to the Baals. They set up Baal-Berith as their god 34 and did not remember
the LORD their God’ – they forgot about how God had delivered them, how God again had
spectacularly delivered through Gideon and His mighty hand against the foreign armies, they failed
to remember.
And as we continue through the scriptures in 2 Kings 21 we have Manasseh the son of Hezekiah. He
forgot what his father had done and Hezekiah in the most part had done good things before the
Lord, he had remembered the Lord, but Manasseh, interestingly his name means ‘I forgot, God
caused me to forget’, forgot what his father did, he forgot the Lord and he did great evil in the eyes
of the Lord. He set high places, altars, worship to demonic gods.
As we continue, the following king after Manasseh, Amon also set up foreign gods before the Lord,
but then come to 2 Kings 22 and we have Josiah. Now Josiah interestingly had prophesied, I don’t
know the time gap, but his birth, his reign is prophesied years before in 1 Kings 13 and there’s a
curious story there of the prophet who goes and prophesies and I’d encourage you to read that)
about Josiah and he remembers the things of God. It’s actually during his reign that they discover
the book of the law. The book of the law had been lost and it would seem that the book of the law,
the truth about God, the remembering God’s faithfulness, that that is a key to walking rightly and
truly before God. During Josiah’s reign, he did what was good in the eyes of the Lord, he
remembered who God was. They found the book of the law, reminded themselves of what God was
saying. They didn’t forget.

So there is something very important about us remembering and being intentional about
remembering what has happened; remembering God’s faithfulness, remembering His goodness,
remembering His kindness. And we have that throughout scripture. Psalm 9 verse 1 says ‘I’ll praise
you Lord with my whole heart, I will tell of Your marvellous works’, and the psalmist is saying I want
to speak about who God is, I’m going to tell people, I’m going to remind myself, I’m going to be
intentional. Again in Psalm 77:12 the psalmist says, ‘I’ll meditate on Your works and I will talk about
a Your deeds’, so again the psalmist is being intentional, I’m going to remember what the Lord has
done. Again in Deuteronomy 4:9 it says, ‘Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you
do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live.
Teach them to your children and to their children after them.’
So we have a few examples here of actually if we remember we will see God’s blessing 6:34, if we
forget, we lose our way because remembering God’s faithfulness and kindness keeps us; keeps us
safe and secure. So we have to remember to not forget, don’t forget to remember. We have to
remember to remember and what I’m saying here is that we need to be intentional about our
remembering. Intentional about our thinking about history; our history, our history with God and
God’s history with people throughout the generations. We have Christmas as a time of
remembrance, we have Easter as a time of remembrance and I’m not saying that we should create
new festivals of remembrance, I’m not saying that at all, but they’re examples of us remembering
our history. Even the festivals throughout the Bible that it talks about were festivals of
remembrance, they were remembering God’s faithfulness. Passover was remembering how God
delivered them from Egypt. There is something powerful about remembering God’s faithfulness.
The rainbow in the story of Noah – God’s promise is faithfulness. Whenever we see that we
remember God’s faithfulness and despite it being hijacked, as believers we remember that, we
remember God’s faithfulness, God’s covenant with us and God’s goodness to us.
In Lamentations 3 verse 21 to 23 it says ‘This I recall to my mind’ so the writer, Jeremiah, is saying
I’m going to remember this and because of this he says ‘therefore I have hope, through the Lord’s
mercies we are not consumed because His compassions fail not, they are new every morning, great
is your faithfulness’. So Jeremiah is being intentional. I will recall this to my mind, I will recall God’s
mercies, I will recall God’s faithfulness and I will remind myself God’s compassions do not fail they
are new every morning, great is His faithfulness. And in Isaiah and I know there are a lot of
scriptures, but I want to saturate you with this truth and just show you this theme throughout the
Word, which for many of you will simply be a healthy reminder as you will have heard them before,
Isaiah 46 verse 9, ‘Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I
am God, and there is none like me’ and so the Lord wants us to remember His faithfulness to us,
remember the deeds of the Lord as is says in Psalm 77:11, ‘I will remember the deeds of the LORD;
yes, I will remember your miracles’.
And so I want you think this morning of how God has been faithful to you. Wherever you are as a
believer, or not as a believer, I want you to look back and see just where God as moved in your life.
And if you’re not a believer this morning, I want to say to you God is faithful, God is kind and God
can turn around your life, even if you look back and think I can’t see good, no God is faithful, God is
kind and He wants to show you His goodness and His mercy. And for believers this morning where
you’re having trouble with that I just believe that part of the key to even to your moving forwards is
remembering what has gone on; remembering God’s goodness; because the goodness of God and
knowing that in your heart, is a key to your breakthrough. Knowing the goodness of God and
knowing His faithfulness is a key to seeing success in the future.

You have Joshua 1 v 8 where he is encouraged to remember the book of the law, remind yourself of
the book of the law. Remember God’s faithfulness. And the promise to Joshua is ‘that you will be
successful, you will see an inheritance before you, you will inherit the land, you will see my goodness
in front of you, but remember my faithfulness’. So the Father would say to us remember what I
have done to you, remember just how I have moved in your life.
There’s a little passage in Psalm 37 verse 4 which says ‘delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give
you the desires of your heart’. So when we delight in someone, when we delight in a person we
think about them, we remember history with them, we remember their blessings and their health.
So when we delight ourselves in the Lord we remind ourselves of His goodness, we remind ourselves
of His kindness, of His faithfulness. And I believe our pondering and giving thanks for His faithfulness
His kindness and His goodness is a key to our breakthrough for the future. Some of you have been
asking the Lord ‘I need to see a breakthrough, I need to see God move in my situation’. Well my
encouragement to you is remember God’s faithfulness, remember God’s kindness and if you’re
struggling in your own life, come to His word and give thanks for how God has moved throughout
the pages of scripture in people’s lives and throughout history. As you read testimonies of people’s
lives you remember God’s faithfulness. I love reading biographies about people who have walked
with God because they are like these moments of remembrance, though it’s not scripture but it is
stories of how God has moved and how God has been faithful and how God has set people free and
delivered them. I always find when I read people’s biographies that it sets me on fire again for God
and part of that is because I am remembering and I am giving thanks for God moving in a situation.
It might not be in my life but I’m giving thanks the He moved through that story, I’m thanking Him
that he moved in that person’s life.
Psalm 36 verses 5 to 9 reads ‘Your love Lord reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies.
Your righteousness is like the highest mountain, your justice like the great deep. You Lord preserve
both people and animals. How priceless is your unfailing love, O God. People take refuge in the
shadow of your wings, they feast on the abundance of your house. You give them drink from the
river of your delights, for with you is the fountain of life. In your light we see light’. The psalmist is
remembering and giving thanks for his experience with God; for God’s faithfulness, for God’s
kindness; for being able to drink from the river of delights; for being able to feast from His table; for
being able to know God’s faithfulness. So your remembrance and your giving thanks is the key to
the future. Your remembrance of how God has moved is the key to your breakthrough, your
delighting in the Lord, your pondering just the beauty, the majesty and His moving in your life will
bring an opening up of doors in front of you.
So I want to encourage you to take a hold of that this morning. To remember the Lord, remember
His faithfulness. To give thanks for His mercy, His kindness and His goodness and I believe that as
you do that, as you express your gratefulness, even for the small things that you’re seeing around
you even for the sun shining in the sky, as you do that you’ll see God move in front of you because
somehow there is a key in this, as we remember, as we give thanks and remember His word and
store it up inside us. It paves the way for success, for victory. I encourage you to think and ponder
on those things and remember His mercies are new each day. He is faithful to you, He is faithful to
each one of us. Father, thank you for your kindness, thank you for your goodness. We remember
your works, we remember Lord God that you saved us, that you have chosen us, that you called us,
that you delight in us and we, Lord, desire to delight in you with all of our hearts, Lord. We give
thanks for your mercies that are new each morning. Lord and where we have forgotten, or we are
complaining about the weather or are despondent lord I ask that you remind us of your great and
precious promises. Remind us of our history with you Lord God that we might lift up your name
today with praise and thanksgiving. Bless you and have a great day.

